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THE SILENT DRILL PLATOON

-I-he United States Marine Corps Silent
Drill Platoon, a 24-man rifle platoon,
performs a unique precision drill
exhibition. This highly disciplined platoon
exemplifies professionalism associated with
the United States Marine Corps.

The Silent Drill Platoon first performed in
1948 and received such an overwhelming
response that it
soon became part
of theroutine
parades at Marine
Barracks,
Washington D.C.

The Marines
execute a series of
calculated drill
movements and
precise handling of
their hand-polished
10 and one-half
pound M1 Garand
rifles with fixed
bayonets. The
routine concludes
with auniquerrifle
Inspection
involving elaborate
rifle spinsand
tosses.

These Marines
areindividually
selected from the Schools of Infantry located
in Camp Pendleton, California, and Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina, from interviews
conducted by barracks personnel. Once

selected, Marines are assigned to Marine
Barracks, Washington, D.C., to serve atwo-
year ceremonial tour.

Beyond their ceremonial duties, the
Marines collateraly train in the field as
infantrymen. Throughout the year, these
Marines hone their infantry skills at Marine
Corps Base, Quantico, Virginiaand other bases
around the country.

Experienced members of
the Silent Drill Platoon
have the opportunity to
audition to becomerifle
Inspectors. They must go
through inspection tryouts
graded by rifle inspectors of
the previous year. Only two
Marines ayear becomerifle
Inspectors.

Oncetheyear’s Silent
Drill Platoon members are
selected, they begin their
training at Marine Barracks,
Washington D.C., and
continue to train at Marine
CorpsAir Station Yuma,
Arizonaduring the pre-
parade season tours. They
continually work on
perfecting their routine
year-round.

Throughout the year,
they perform at Marine Barracks, Washington,
D.C., and at numerous events across the
United States and abroad.




THE WEAPON: M1 GARAND

MECHANISM:

- Semi-auto gas operated - air cooled
UsUAL CALIBER:
- 30-06

WEIGHT:

- 10.5 pounds
LENGTH:

- 43.6 inches
BARREL.:

- 24 inches

LOADING DEVICE:
- Enbloc Clip
CAPACITY:

- 8 rounds

TRIGGER PULL.:
-4.5-7.5 pounds

MAX EFFECTIVE
RATE OF FIRE:

- 16-24rpm

RANGE:

- Max -3200 meters

- Effective - 460 meters
SIGHTS:

- Front - “Fixed” but is windage adjustable with wrench
- Rear -Adjustable

- (1 click =.7cm at 25 yards)

- Approx 1 MOA per click (1 inch at 100 yards)
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